The SAGA of APOLLO 13

On April 11, 1970, Apollo 13 was launched from Kennedy Space Center (1). The Command Module Odyssey carried Jim Lovell, Fred Haise, and Jack Swigert (2) on the third lunar landing mission. About 55 hours into the flight, an explosion in an oxygen tank in the Service Module (3) destroyed all hopes for a moon landing and the rest of the flight focussed on one thing – the safe return to Earth of the astronauts. After a harrowing 140 hour return trip to Earth using the lunar module Aquarius as a lifeboat, Apollo 13 splashed down in the Pacific Ocean near American Samoa (4).  The helicopter landing ship USS Iwo Jima (5) and ASW Helicopter Squadron 4, the Black Knights from Imperial Beach NAS (6), were awaiting them.  Their safe return to the deck of the USS Iwo Jima signaled the end of an amazing story of ingenuity and survival (7).

